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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION

AT RI CHVOND, FEBRUARY 12, 1999

COMONVEALTH OF VIRG@ NI A, ex rel.
STATE CORPCRATI ON COW SSI ON
Ex Parte: In re: Investigation of CASE NO. PUC960161

area code relief for the 703 code
of Northern Virginia

ORDER ON I NTERI M REPORT OF DI VI SI ON OF COVMUNI CATI ONS

On Novenber 7, 1997, the Conm ssion issued an Order in the
above captioned investigation which provided in part that the
Staff shoul d conduct an investigation of nunber conservation
pl ans which m ght delay inplenenting area code relief for area
code 703. On June 23, 1998, the Comm ssion issued an O der
granting the Comm ssion's Staff an extension of tinme through
Decenber 31, 1998, within which to file a report on its
i nvestigation of nunber conservation plans for area code 703.
The North American Nunbering Council ("NANC') filed its report
on exhaustion of area codes on October 21, 1998. Subsequently,
t he Conm ssion issued its Order on Area Code Relief on Novenber
23, 1998, directing that an area code overlay be inplenented for
t he 703 area.

On Decenber 29, 1998, the Commi ssion's Staff filed its

I nteri mReport of Division of Conmunications ("Interim Report").


http://www.state.va.us/scc/contact.htm#General

The Interim Report noted the foll ow ng devel opnents

concerni ng nunber conservation measures:

On Cctober 21, 1998, NANC submitted a

report to the Federal Communications

Comm ssion ("FCC') entitled "Nunber

Resour ce

Optim zati on Wrking G oup Mdified Report
to the North American Nunbering Council on
Nunber Optim zation Methods" (NANC Report).
NANC provided this report in response to a

request fromthe FCC.

On Novenber 6, 1998, the FCC issued a
public notice seeking comments on the NANC
Report. Interested parties were given until
Decenber 21, 1998, to file their comments.

The Comm ssion Staff filed its coments
on Decenber 17, 1998, requesting the FCC to
expedite the inplenmentation of thousands-

bl ock pool i ng.

On Decenber 16, 1998, the North
Ameri can Nunbering Pl an Adm ni strator

(NANPA) decl ared Extraordi nary Jeopardy for

the 703 area code. NANPA wi || hol d

t el ecomuni cations industry neetings in
January 1999 to di scuss code conservation

measures for the remaining 703 central

of fi ce codes.

The InterimReport notes that the NANC Report identifies

fourteen neasures that could possibly be used to optim ze the

use of tel ecommuni cations nunbering resources.

Two of the nost

prom sing neasures identified by this Conmssion's Staff are

t housands- bl ock pooling and rate center consolidation. The

Staff's comments and reconmendati ons on these two neasures are

restated as foll ows:



Staff Report

We are hopeful that the FCC will adopt national guidelines
for thousands-block pooling in the near future. Recognizing
this, it is prudent at this time to prepare for the
i npl enment ati on of pooling.

Code holders in the 703 area may have
vacant as well as contam nated thousand-
bl ocks that could be set aside in a
"hol di ng" category within their
adm nistrative systens. |Industry guidelines
define contam nated bl ocks as 1000 bl ocks
t hat have 10% or | ess subscriber nunber
assignnment. Qualifying bl ocks could be
returned once a nechanismis in place for
nati onal thousands-bl ock pooling.

Rate center consolidation serves to | essen the demand for
central office (C.O ) codes by reducing rating areas within an
area code. Carriers who plan to provide tel ephone service
t hroughout the geographic area served by a particul ar code woul d
need fewer C. O codes to serve their custoners.

Concl usi on

The Staff recommends that the Conm ssion seek coments from
the industry on the nerits of thousands-bl ock pooling and rate
center consolidation as possible nunber conservation nmeasures
for the 703 area. The Staff requests that central office code
hol ders shoul d be ordered to state their wllingness to hold

vacant and cont am nated thousand-bl ocks for possible return to

t he nunbering pool .



Wth regard to the possible return of vacant central office
codes to the nunbering pool, the Comm ssion concludes that this
nunber conservation neasure woul d include all codes issued prior
to the NANPA Code Administrator's declaration of Extraordinary
Jeopardy for the 703 NPA in Virginia.

The Comm ssion accepts the recommendati ons of Staff as
nodi fi ed above and finds that all central office code hol ders
shoul d respond to the followng: a) the return of vacant
central office codes to the nunbering pool; b) hol ding vacant
and cont am nat ed t housand-bl ocks for possible return to the
nunberi ng pool; and c) the consolidation of rate centers. The
Comm ssion finds that these responses and coments shoul d be
filed no later than March 31, 1999, with the Cerk of the State
Cor porati on Comm ssion, c/o Docunent Control Center, P.QO Box
2118, Richnond, Virginia 23218. The responses and comments
should refer to Case No. PUC960161

Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED THAT:

(1) Al providers of telecomunications services to the
703 NPA area in Virginia presently holding central office codes
are hereby directed to file their responses consistent with the

findi ngs above.



